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October 15, 2009
Kim Belshé 

Secretary, California Health and Human Services Agency
1600 Ninth Street, Room 460

Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: Coordinated Response to American Recovery Reinvestment Act (ARRA): Communities Putting Prevention to Work, Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) 
Dear Secretary Belshé: 

The California Convergence (CC) and its funders, The California Endowment and Kaiser Permanente, are grateful to you and your staff for the strong partnership established over the years. We look forward to building on this partnership, and recent ARRA conversations between you, Linda Rudolph, Marion Standish, George Flores and others to advance our shared objectives.
Our purpose here, and going into this Friday’s Stakeholder Meeting, is to determine how the CC can best support a coordinated statewide approach, identify sustainable strategies, and maximize potential ARRA resources coming into California through California Department of Public Health (CDPH) and local health departments (LHD). 

In particular, the CC can add value to this process through the following strategies:

· Deliver a quick start through our technical assistance network and focused policy campaigns, 

· Support replication across the state by tapping our distributed community network, and 
· Promote sustainability by building leadership and advocacy infrastructure, and by securing state-level and statewide policy wins.
The California Convergence offers a powerful set of resources and relationships that can assist the state in pursuing the ARRA FOA opportunities. CC represents over 40 community sites participating in government and privately funded initiatives, working at the cutting edge of environmental approaches to preventing obesity. CC is a “network of networks” across multiple sectors, supporting local, regional, and statewide movements for shared policy priorities.
The CC is prepared to provide the following assets and supports to strengthen California’s ARRA response: 

· Grant writing capacity, key letters of support, and other resources for proposal development, offered to the state and LHDs, through the California Conference of Local Health Officers (CCLHO) and County Health Executives Association of California (CHEAC). This can be done in a manner that facilitates local communities’ meaningful participation in ARRA opportunities. 

· A robust technical assistance and support infrastructure, with an array of promising practices, tools, and other resources, that can deliver immediate traction and productive interventions across the state that reflect the ARRA-prescribed approach.  
· A network of communities with solidly established collaboratives, which can support long-term engagement in advocacy, mentoring, and leadership.
· Leveraging language for CDPH and LHD applications -
· Showcasing California’s leadership in successful community-level policy and environmental change programs, as a model for implementation nationwide.

· Support of focused policy change strategies, aligned with the CDC’s MAPPS interventions, rooted in community experience and commitment.

As discussed recently with you and your staff, the CC policy streams, currently prioritized by its communities, statewide advocacy and other partners, include:

· Healthy Beverage Environment

· Reduce sugar sweetened beverage consumption

· Increase water consumption (e.g., access to free water in schools at mealtime)

· Land Use and Transportation

· Increase local Joint Use agreements  
· Incorporate public health into Sustainable Communities (SGC & climate change)
· Safety & Violence Prevention at the nexus of physical activity and healthy foods

· Leverage the national Convergence Partnership investment in CA communities 

· Healthy Food Retail Environment (currently in development)
· Use of community planning to increase access to healthy food
· Advance land use approaches that create incentives for investment in healthy food retail in high need areas
· Build upon new WIC food package rollout and SNAP
We see ARRA as an unprecedented opportunity for state and local government and California communities to work collaboratively to take successful community-level policy and environmental change initiatives to scale. In so doing, we can realize significant short- and longer-term payoffs, while demonstrating the power of prevention and wellness in the pursuit of national health reform.

We look forward to the Stakeholder’s Meeting on Friday. If you or your team have questions, please contact any one of us. 
Sincerely,
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	Marion Standish,  JD

Program Director

The California Endowment

1111 Broadway – 7th Floor

Oakland, CA  94607

510.271.4309

mstandish@calendow.org

	Loel Solomon, Ph.D.

National Director Community Health Initiatives 

Kaiser Permanente

One Kaiser Plaza

23rd Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

510.271.6401
loel.solomon@kp.org
	Julie Williamson, MPH 

Program Director

California Convergence Partnership for the Public’s Health

Public Health Institute

180 Grand Ave, Ste 750

Oakland, CA 94612

510.302.3330

jwilliamson@partnershipph.org


CC: 
Peter Barth

Assistant Secretary

California Health and Human Services Agency

Mark Horton, MD, MSPH

Director, California Department of Public Health

Linda Rudolph, MD, MPH

Deputy Director, Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion

Acting Senior Deputy Director for Policy and Programs, Director’s Office

Roberta Lawson

Executive Administrator, CCLHO

California Department of Public Health

Mary A. Pittman DRPH
President & CEO 
Public Health Institute

Ann Lindsay, MD   

President, CCLHO

Ron Chapman, MD, MPH 
President, CHEAC
PAGE  
1

