California Convergence Policy Priorities and Advocacy Guidelines


Purpose

California Convergence (CAC) seeks to identify clear, specific local, state, and federal policy issues that will translate to environmental or systems change at the local level (City and County)  in order to increase opportunities for healthy eating and physical activity among California residents, particularly among low-income residents.  To accomplish this, CAC seeks to engage local jurisdictions to advocate for statewide policy change and support statewide policies at the local level.
2011 CAC  Policy Streams

1. Joint Use

2. Land Use / Transportation (formerly Land Use / Climate)
3. Healthy Food Access (formerly Healthy Food Retail)
4. Soda / Water

5. Safety / Violence Prevention

2011 Policy Prioritization Criteria
The policy prioritization criteria will be used to guide the selection of state and local policy priorities for the CAC. The CAC Steering Committee will update the policy prioritization criteria annually with input from the Regional Groups.  

· CAC supports federal, state, and local policies that fit under the five 2011 CAC policy streams, including those related to fields outside the traditional definition of health (such as transportation, land use, and agriculture). 
· CAC supports policies that have partners who can provide expertise and support to help mobilize CAC members around advocacy efforts.
· CAC supports policies at the state level that are more likely to succeed in 2011 due to political will and opportunity. 

· CAC supports state policies or administrative changes passed in the last few years that can be implemented at the local level.  (Example: water in schools and complete streets)
· CAC supports policies that will most likely to be supported by the local jurisdictions that CAC’s Regional Groups represent.

· CAC supports policies that are most likely to achieve meaningful and sustainable environmental and systems change. 

· CAC will offer special consideration to policies (such as the proposed sweetened beverage/soda tax) that offer the potential for creating a more stable source of funding or reallocate existing funding for the obesity prevention movement.
· CAC will offer special consideration to policies that focus on equity issues and social determinants of health. 
